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RESULTS OF THE 2011 ELECTION 

     The Ballots for the 2011 Election of National Camping Travelers, Inc., were counted on May 16, 2011, at 

the Newton Masonic Lodge in Newton, Alabama.  There were   310   Ballots cast.  The normal path of pro-

gression fills the Offices on National President and the National first Vice President.  This year the National 

Second Vice President and the National Third Vice President had to be elected. 

               A special thanks to the Ballot Counters from Newton Masonic Lodge #224, Newton, AL 

 National President     Bro. Jim L. Fuhrman 

 National First Vice President   Bro. John A. Lehmann 

 National Second Vice President  Bro. Ronald L. Cobes 

 National Third Vice President  Bro.  John C. Mulhall 

 National Secretary-Treasurer   Bro. Roger Simmons 

 National Trustee    Bro.  Dale Verran 

BYLAW CHANGES 
 Change Number One  Passed      (Changing Associate Member to Dual Member)  

 Change Number Two  Failed       (Allowing for Associate Membership) 

 

 AL   7  GA   6  MI   18  NY   11 SC   12  WA   14 

 AZ   2  IA    2   MN   1  NC   2  SD   3  WV   11 

 AR   3  KS   5  MS   12 OH   16 TN   11  

 CA   4  KY   1  NB   2  ON   9  TX   6  (NOT MARKED 

 CT   22 LA   2  NH   3  OR   5  VA   2    FOR CREDIT)    

 FL   17  MA  17 NJ   18  PA   41 VT   3            (22) 



2010 National Officers 

Our National President  -  Gary A. Ingvardsen 

 Hello NCT MEMBERS: Summer has arrived and the camping 

 season is in  full swing. I know you are already having a good 

 time catching up with all of your friends. I hope that each and 

every one of you are making your plans for the 46th NCT North American Rally in Greenville, MS. 

I know that we are making our plans to have a great rally for you.                                                                                                                                                    

 Some things I wanted to mention that you may not have heard about. Come early. You will be welcome, and on Friday 

night before the rally starts we are having a unique evening. The Worthy Grand Matron and her Grand Officers will be holding an 

initiation at Greenville Chapter. Not a mock initiation but a real one. You will have to a current dues card and a picture ID to attend 

this initiation.  And then on Saturday night, there will be Lodge meeting at Greenville Lodge and we hope to have the Mississippi 

Worshipful Grand Master in attendance. These two evenings will be fantastic start to our rally.                                                                                                                         

 So make your plans now and get your applications in the mail. And I want to add that I sincerely hope that all of you sent 

your ballots in this year. We donôt know what or who you want if you donôt vote.                                                                                                                          

Fraternally yours,                                                                                                                                                                                       

Gary A. Ingvardsen                                                                                                                                                                                       

National President, NCT 

Our National First Vice President  -  Jim L. Fuhrman 

Dear Camping Friends,                                                                                                                                     

 Thank you for voting in this as always very important election for the future of our great 

club. I wish that we could have several choices every election so look at your situation and if pos-

sible place your name on the list.                                                                                                                   

 The weather is great here in Alabama so Linda and I plan on seeing a lot of you at the 

campouts and Rallyôs this year.  We are planning on the tour to Alaska in July with our Masonic 

friends.                                                                                                                                                                                          

 Please plan to attend the North American Rally in Mississippi in June. We will be promoting our Rally in Bowling Green 

Kentucky at the end of that Rally.                                                                                                                                                                    

Thanks                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Jim L. 

Our National Second Vice President  -  John A. Lehmann   

When you read  this, we should be on the way to Greenville. I can almost hear CCR singing Proud Mary and ñRollinô on 

the Riverò.Isnôt it wonderful to get out in a camper and enjoy the beauty and bounty of North America? We, as free Americans have 

so many blessings, yet our numbers are slowly falling and it makes me wonder why. Are we mak-

ing our campouts fun and accessible to all our brothers, friends and family? Have you posted our 

new brochure on the bulletin board at your lodge? Letôs keep a few in our campers. They fit in the 

windows of campground offices and take very little scotch tape. Letôs get the word out.                                                                                                               

 A few members have asked if I find any conflict with NCT and conducting tours. No I 

donôt. Iôve always enjoyed traveling in Masonic circles. I conducted tours years before joining 

NCT. Many lodges and jurisdictions look forward to the visitation, fellowship and our return. Our 

tours have visited many lodges in Canada as well as the US. Several grand masters have joined us 

and are proud to have us in their lodges. I feel obligated to keep these relationships open and return regularly. Come along. May God 

bless you and grant you safe travel on your journey.                                                                                                                                         

John and June  

 



Our National Secretary/Treasurer -  Roger A. Simmons     

     

      You have probably heard it said many times that ñApril showers bring on May flow-

ersò.  Sally and I (mostly Sally) have been working in the flowers  six weeks now, and the 

flowers are soo beautiful.  She has the ñgreen thumbò but I do fairly well doing the watering.  

We hope you are enjoying your flowers and garden as much as we are.   We have seen a lot 

of them in our travels this Spring.  Letôs not forget the Gold Fish Pond.  The fish are soo ac-

tive during the warm days.  Nature is one of Gods special gifts.  The flowers, the birds, and 

all the animals we see when camped by the streams in the many beautiful campgrounds.  Doesn't it make you want to hit the road 

and gather with the many friends we have had the privilege to meet with our NCT family.  I thank God every day for the many bless-

ings he has given us. 

     I haven't heard about any of our members being hit by the many tornadoes and flooding waters that have so widely occurred re-

cently.  I encourage you Chapter officers to contact your members to see if we are needed in any way, financial or any other way.  

The Tornado paths have been devastating over the southern states. 

     Sally and I had the privilege to attend the South Carolina Friendship Rally this year.  We had a great time.  I wanted to mention 

this rally, because it is quiet different than most rallies.  You donôt have to spend a lot on a rally if you plan it around a family outing.  

Hot Dogs one evening, bring your own meat and grill together one evening, crock-pot dinner one evening, and a covered dish for the 

grand finale the last evening.  As I said, we had plenty of food, a great fellowship, and a lots of fun.  Isnôt that what camping is all 

about?   

     We hope to see you at the  National Rally in Greenville Mississippi this year.  Remember that it is a little early (June 19-23, 

2011). I talked with the officials Friday (May 6th.) and they said that the water should be back to normal well before that date.  

     As of this date, I have not received any resumes for the Secretary  of the year award.  If you think your secretary deserves this 

honor, fill out a resume and send it to the National Office by June 6th.  

     Again, I would like to express my appreciation to the Chapter Secretaries for the work you are doing to keep your chapter mem-

bers records in order.  It is a never ending endeavor,  and you need to be recognized for your proficiency and performance. 

     I have been ask about the election of Chapter, State, and District Officers.  According to the By-Laws, all officers will assume 

their duties on July 1st. of each year.   So, please send a list of your new officers to the National Office as soon as you can.   

     Congratulations to all the newly elected  and appointed officers, National, District, State, and Chapter.  
 

     FROM THE BACK FORTY  

      Roger  Simmons 

    Natôl Sec/Treas 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Hello!!!  I hope everyone has been having a good  year so far.  The rally is so close, I can hardly wait!  We have plenty of activities 

planned for the youth, including a trip to the Jim Henson 

museum and possibly some swimming!  Bring your grand-

kids, and I promise they wonôt be disappointed with what the 

youth leaders and I have planned!  I hope that we have a 

good turnout this year, and many other good years for us to 

come.  Thank you, and have a fantastic day! 

Sincerely, 

Emma Cloud 

YNCT CORNER !!!!!!  



     State & District News !!!!                                                                                           

         Florida State Director                                                                                                                                                          

 As I write this, my mind is reflecting on several conversations I had with many members as I phoned 

to inform them our State Rally was forced to cancel due to lack of prospective participation.                                     

 Many reasons from our fine Masons and their lovely ladies were given as timing, graduations, con-

flicts, illness, distance and fuel prices.  I appreciate very much the efforts of people who were planning on 

attending our State Rally, however; I am not faulting those who were not, because except for valid reasoning, 

more would attend.                                                                                                                                                                                   

 Nowð ð same Rally Dates  ð  ð Same location.  I am conducting a NCT Friendship Rally and expect to have a great 

time.  By the time this is published and received by you in ñNew to Campersò, our Friendship Rally will probably be history, but a 

good time will have been had by all.  We have had an excellent Spring here in the Panhandle and Sallie and I look forward to seeing 

you at our 2011 National Rally or one in the future.  Have  a great Summer.                                                                                               

Bobby Lesesne   

Pennsylvania News                                                                                                                                                                                

  By the time you receive this issue of the ñnews to Campers,ò the Pennsylvania State Rally is just around the corner.  It will 

be held July 14-17, 2011, at the beautiful Centre Hall Grange Fairgrounds, Centre Hall, PA.  We are 

looking forward to seeing you and hope you have this Rally on your summer schedule.  In a phone con-

versation with our State director, Jim Minnich, he advises that plans are progressing and to make them 

successful, we need you to attend this Rally.  One of the most important aspects of our State Rally is the 

opportunity to visit with all the other PA NCT Members.  This, along with all the planned events, 

makes for a fun-filled weekend.                                                                                                               

 If you have not registered and need more information regarding same, you can contact the 

Registration Chairman, Tina Krasnansky at email:  TLKRAS2ptd.                                                                                                                                                        

Submitted by:                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Ruth Fleming, 5686, PA Publicity 

       SC State Spring Fellowship                                                                                    
 South Carolina Spring Fellowship was held at Orangeburg Fairgrounds in Orangeburg, SC, on 28 Apr 2011 thru 1 May 

2011. We had a total of seventeen rigs camping with us. The weather was good and the fellowship even better!  

 Most of us came in a little early and visited with each other and went out to eat together, shopped a little, played golf and 

visited the Rose Festival. We had a book and craft sale on Friday. The proceeds were donated to the Petty Cash Fund for the state. 

We had a covered dish dinner on Friday night with #139 providing dessert. The men prepared breakfast of sausage and pancakes for 

us on Saturday morning. Another covered dish dinner on Saturday night with #110 providing dessert. Thank you ladies for each of 

your delicious dishes.             

 At our SC State meeting on Friday night, Dave and Dottie Alexander were elected to be our SC State Director and Secretary 

and Treasurer for the next two years. District 3 Director, Mike Sanders, installed Dave and Dottie. Congratulations, Dave and Dottie.                     

 State Chaplin, Tom Hayden, gave the lesson for us on Sunday. We voted to send the offering to Bill Loveôs church as a 

memorial to Bill.                                                                                                                                                                                          

Donôt forget to send in your registrations for the District 3 Rally in Tennessee, National Rally in Greenville, MS and our SC State 

Rally in Myrtle Beach, SC in Oct. All of these registration forms are in the News to Campers.                                                                                     

Mary Ladd 

    

                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

 

Penn Beavers and friends 

at the Annual     

Snowbird Gathering 

Pictured above are all those who attended the Second Annual Snowbird  Luncheon 

on Feb 28, 2011 at Fredôs Market Restaurant in Lakeland, FL.     The event will be held 

again at the same location on Feb 27, 2012 



Chapter News !!!! 

Inland Empire Travelers  Chapter  #170    Eastern Washington  
 With summer here  - we should be " On the Road Again" as Willie would say. Our winter was wet 

and long, but not as much snow as our Eastern State NCT'ers had. It's great to get out and socialize with old 

and new friends. Hopefully the cost of gas will not stop us from our outings. As we all know, times and things 

change, but we still keep pushing on. Clubs are getting smaller, getting new members is getting harder, but we 

must keep trying. Push for family fun, not just retired folks.   

We have 2 changes in our camping schedule - for June the 17th - 19th has been changed to the Panorama RV Park in Kettle 

Falls, WA.  And September 9th - 11th has changed to the Country Lane Campground & RV Park in Wilber, WA. Come join us if 

you can.  

Till then ókeep those smiles turned up and those wheels a turninô. 

 Susie Loskamp 

 

West Virginia Pioneers   Chapter  #200  
Hello from the WV Pioneers #200, 

We had a harsh winter but things are looking up now.  We had our first camp-out this weekend (April 14-17) and the weath-

er was nice except for rain on Saturday.  We had 9 units out so we had a great time and lots 

of catching up on news and good food.  

We are planning our WV State Rally for Sept. 20-Oct 2.  We are keeping the fee at $115, the same as it was last year, and 

we hope by then the fuel prices will have gone down some.  We are planning another great rally and the thing that will make it even 

better is if we hear YOU are coming.  We plan to feed you well and entertain you, maybe something new this year.  We will have 

outside entertainment on Saturday, but Thursday and Friday will be handled by our group.   

We surely look forward to a great turnout.  Our theme for this rally is 

"Almost Heaven in Two Thousand Eleven." 
  If anyone would want to come to our Rally and stay in a motel, there are a couple nearby.  If you would be interested in 

more information just give me a call at 304 473-8939 and I will give you the phone numbers and the names of the motels. They are 

just about 2 miles from the campground.   

  Several of our members have been "under the weather", but we are hoping this nice weather will be our "Spring Tonic."  Also, sev-

eral of our members are planning to attend the Pennsylvania State Rally in July...........that is always a good one to attend.    

Until we see you at Holly Gray on Sept 29, take care, God's Blessings and travel safely. 

Sincerely, 

Opal Marsh, Secretary of WV Pioneers 

 

North Star Travelers     Chapter  #201      District 8  

We started out the 2011 camping season with a camp-IN (it is too cold to camp OUT in Minnesota in April!) noon pot luck 

meal.  As always at any of our pot lucks, there was way too much food, all of it very good. Interestingly enough, all of the desserts 

had chocolate in or on them. We had seventeen  members representing ten rigs and, as of the meeting, one new couple. Jack and An-

na McKenna are new campers and were invited by one of our members to attend the camp-in and learn more about the North Star 

Travelers.  They liked what they saw and filled out the application before they left the hall after the meeting. They were most heartily 

welcomed. 

Our Wagon Master, Glen Gober, conducted the meeting due to the absence of our M.O.T., Curt Speller, who was attending 

an Eastern Star function. Brother Glen , on ex-Navy CPO, ran a good, short, meeting. He distributed the campout list for the season 

and encouraged members to also try and attend the National in Mississippi and the District 8/14 in Iowa. 

We all agreed that we have had enough of winter and were ready for it to warm up so we could get our rigs ready for the 

summer camping season.  

Jim Partridge, 

Scribe     

                                              NCT WINTER TEXAN LUNCHEON  
     The Winter Texan Luncheon was held at the Nomad Shrine Club on Feb. 3, 2011 in 

Pharr, TX.  It was attended by 40 plus , the weather was cold, and would you believe 

the Expressway from Brownsville was closed due to ice, and the next day all Express-

ways were closed in the morning.  We had several non members, but Masons that were 

interested in NCT.  They were given information about NCT to include a local Chapter   

     Lue had the National Banner on display and I managed to get a picture of it and the 

Officers that were there.  There was no group picture because of bad weather, everyone 

took off after the meal.   

     Next year the Winter Texan NCT Luncheon will be held on February 1, 2012 at 

noon at the Nomad Shrine Club on Nolana in Pharr, Texas.                                                Jim Fuhrman, Natôl 1st VP; Leu Verran, Natôl                                                                                                                               

     Sincerely and God Bless                                                                                                 Banner Trustee; Dale Verran, Natôl Director;                                                                                                                                                                            

     Dale Verran, Natôl Director                                                                                             Bill Rhodes, Natôl Trustee                                                                                                                                                                     


