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Our 2012 National Officers 

Our National President ð Jim L. Fuhrman 

Dear NCT members thank you for allowing me to represent this great camping club. 

     I would like to thank you for your Christmas adds this year and I wish each of you 

a happy holiday season and a very big merry Christmas. 

     As you know, the camping season will be coming back soon and our Rally in 

Bowling Green, Kentucky will be here before we know, please look at our web page 

gonct.org for the updates and if you are looking for a 

chapter and their officers look at the September issue of 

news to campers, you can print each page off the web 

without printing the whole book. Please encourage others 

to look at our web page.   

     I would like very much to thank each of our rally 

committee people for everything that they contribute for 

our Rally to be successful, If you have not been asked yet 

to help you will be asked later. 

 

Jim L. 

 

 

 

Our National First Vice President ð John A. Lehmann 
Greetings Campers, 

We had a wonderful summer and fall. The 35 days on the Alaska caravan began in Dawson Creek with an elk roast dinner provided 

by Peace Lodge #126. Three days later we attended a buffalo bar-b-que/cook-out provided by Ft Nelson Lodge #179. In Fairbanks 

we toured the city by bus, visiting museums, the oil pipeline and a working goldmine. We saw whales, seals and otters, bumped into 

icebergs, watched glaciers calve and ate gourmet meals between scenic drives that included knocking bears off the roadway. Joe and 

Gwen Williams actually had one bounce off the front of their coach (no injury or damage). Several travelers said ñwhat a day --- it 

canôt get any betterò, then said it again the next day and the next. Jim L Furhman and Charlie Ladd went 4 wheeling and cut diamond 

willow walking sticks for all of us in the outback of the Yukon. We saw them selling for $200 in shops along the AlCan Highway. 

Take a look at Salmon Glacier in the photo below. 

On the Western National Parks tour, we enjoyed great weather and beautiful scenery along both sides of the Rockies. We crossed the 

continental divide numerous times and exceeded 10,000 feet in several places affording views of over 300 miles. We drove alongside 

buffalo, mountain goats, wolves, elk and caribou in and out of several parks. We visited lodges and OES chapters in several places. 

In Albuquerque, NM, Ballut Abyad Shrine Center hosted us in grand style. They fed us well, bussed us to surrounding events, and 

guided us through the maze of the Balloon Fiesta. Cameras couldnôt record the awesome mass ascension of 700 plus balloons, it 

must be experienced in person. The ñglowò the prior night really canôt be understood without being there. We will continue to work 

with the Shrine Center there for future Balloon Fiestas. 

I plan to concentrate on growing NCT. I believe we must present ourselves to the next generation in their language (the internet). 

Many interested campers check us out on the internet. Our website must catch their attention, answer their questions and provide the 

tools to join and get more information. Websites are unlimited as to what we can publish. I would like to list all Masonic owned or 

affiliated campgrounds on our website as well as all Masonic friendly  campgrounds that NCT frequents. Please send any you know 

of to: jonrjun@gmail.com.Our website should attract advertisements from the camping industry. I hope to reshape our web image 

while preserving landmarks and traditions we have loved and respected for years. Please be my advisors. I welcome your input and 

mailto:jonrjun@gmail.com
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Our National Second Vice President ð Ron Cobes 
Hello Campers, 

 First of all I want to ñthankò the clubs and members who have already offered to help or accept positions for the 2014 North 

American Rally.  Since we are working on a shortened schedule it means a great deal.  We are anxiously awaiting a proposal from 

the Centre Hall Fairgrounds.  Once we firm up the site and the dates, we can move ahead with the rest of the rally items.  I have been 

on the road quite a bit and really enjoyed the District 1 Rally and the West Virginia State Rally.  I met a lot of old friends and made 

some new ones.  Ou camping in the North is about over for the year, but there are some Christmas parties coming up that I plan to 

attend.  I plan to spend some time in Florida after the first of the Year and hope to see many of you while Iôm in Kentucky.  Iôm sure 

Jim and his team are very busy working on a great rally.  I wish everyone a very òMERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY NEW 

YEARò.  

Take care, travel safely and God bless each and everyone of you. 

Ron Cobes 
 

Our National Third Vice President ð Jack Mulhall 
Dear Fellow NCTers: 

We have been to many great campouts this fall, in New York, Connecticut, and our own Massachusetts.  District 1 had their 

rally in September, and we were honored by the presence of 2nd National Vice President, Ron Cobes, and his Rally Chairman and 

wife, Darrell and Ann Moyer.  Thanks so much for making the trip to be with us. 

Our NCT camping year finished up at the end of October with the Conn 1 Chapter 6 annual Turkey Roast.  This event always 

gets a big turnout from the Northeast.  The turkeys werenôt stuffed, and but we were!  Thank you Connecticut for your hospitality. 

As the year drew to a close, several Chapters had Holiday Camp-ins.  These were opportunities to gather together as a family  It 

was so nice to see many members of our NCT family that are no longer able to come camping with us, and to sit and talk about old 

times.  Pat and I enjoy these special times together and thank you for inviting us. 

At this moment, as the snow starts to fly, our plans are incomplete for the coming year.  We usually leave home right after the 1st 

of the year and head south.  But maybe this year we will stay home (near Boston) for the winter so that we can do some more exten-

sive traveling in the spring . . . how bad can the winter be??? 

As we enter the New Year, I have a New Yearôs resolution for you . . . tell your Lodge, Shrine, and other Masonic bodies, about 

the great time you are having with our Masonic family camping club, NCT.  Take a couple of brochures (available on the gonct web 

site or from your NCT Chapter Secretary) to pass out.  I guarantee you there are many Brothers and Sisters right within your own 

Masonic organizations that have never heard of NCT. 

So for now we are home for the Holidays with family and friends.  Whatever your faith, this is what this season is all about, and 

we should share our joy in a manner appropriate to our own faith.  From our house to yours, wishing you the joy of this Holiday sea-

son and a very Happy New Year. 

Happy camping and safe travels. 

Jack & Pat 

  Our National Secretary/Treasurer ð Roger A. Simmons 

 

 

;Merry Christmas 
From The Back 40 

Reneé, Marley, 
Sally, & Roger   


