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2010 National Officers 
Our National President  -  Gary A. Ingvardsen 

Well, winter is here and is showing us just how cold it can get in Mississippi. Brrrrr 

And it looks like it the same across the country. Really looking forward to warmer 

weather so we can get back in our rig and do some camping. Iôm pretty sure you all are 

too.                                                                                                                                               

 Still working hard on getting ready of the National Rally, in Greenville, MS 

this coming June. I sure hope this rally is on your schedule. If you want to know a little 

more about Greenville, go to their website at Greenville.ms.us.                                     

 Registration forms for the national rally are now on the NCT website and speaking of that, I want to send a special thanks to 

Jim Jackson. Jim is now doing the NCT website and he is doing  a fantastic job. But he is asking for any ideas you might have and/or 

anything you may want on this website. Go to the website and see what you think and if nothing else send him a big thank you at 

k3vru@k3vru.com. Please send  your registrations in early so that our caterers can have a closer count for our meals. They will be 

provided in the price of the rally.                                                                                                                                                       

 I also want to thank Bob Smoyers for the work he is doing on our rally and a special thank you to Hazel Smoyers for keep-

ing Bob straight.                                                                                                                                                                                              

 For those of you who like to read, I have a surprise. We, meaning NCT, have a published author among our midst and he 

hopes to be at the national rally with some of his books to offer and to sign as well. This person is no less than Johnny Fowler who is 

a member of the Tejas Travelers. At the present time his books can be found on Amazon.com and they are great books.                                         

 Well, I better get back to work but I want to say to each and everyone of you. Be safe and keep the good Lord in your life 

because he will protect you.                                                                                                                                                                                   

Fraternally yours,                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Gary A. Ingvardsen, President                                                                                                                                                                                

National Camping Travelers 

Our National First Vice President  -  Jim L. Fuhrman 
Dear NCT members, 

 Thank you again for reading the election issue of news to campers, please exercise your 

privilege and obligation to vote for the person of your choice. 

     Thank you to the members that allowed your name to be placed on the ballot. It is very im-

portant for the future of our club to have a choice. 

     Linda has reminded me for several days to get this article typed and mailed so that  

I would not get in trouble with Reneé. 

     Please make your plans to be in Greenville, Mississippi in June for the North America Rally the committee has worked hard to 

see that we have a good time there. 

     Reneé and Roger did a great job with the Christmas issue of news to campers with all of those beautiful cards. 

     This unhandy weather will be over soon and we will be camping with our clubs again I would like to remind you that the most 

important rule in this great club is to have a lot of fun and fellowship.  

     Linda and I would like to thank you for your love and friendship. 

From this great place called Southside thanks and God bless each of you. 

Jim L. 

Our National Second Vice President  -  John A. Lehmann 
Hello Travelers, 

 Hope all of you are gearing up for Greenville and ñROLLINô ON THE RIVER.ò This 

summer is a turning point for us, we just began receiving social security. Look out America here 

we come. If you havenôt checked out NCTôs new website yet, do it. There is a button or link to 

Dancing Dottieôs blog on our home page. This will give anyone an actual insight into the life and times of full-time RVing. Dottie 

updates this journal at least weekly and has very interesting photography in it. We are really looking forward to the Western National 

Parks Tour, following Alaska. Bill Rhodes is going to tail-gun this tour and we need some help keeping us apart. Please come along 

and weôll keep you between us. We will ride the Durango-Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad for over 45 miles and climb to 9318 ft 

to Silverton, CO. Get on board. The W NP Tour will spend 5 days at the Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta. Check our website 

(www.MasonicRVtours.com) for Balloon Rally packages also. We have one brave traveler bringing two grandkids on the Alaska 

tour. Watch out bears. You can sponsor a guest on a tour also. We have sponsored guests signed up for Alaska already. 

 This is our favorite issue of News to Campers because it has the camping schedules in it. Iôd like to see us publish more 

camping schedule issues or at least updates. There would have to be more accuracy with 90 day projections than with a year. Be sure 

and send or bring your News to Campers feedback to Greenville. When your chapter camps out several times a year, why donôt we 

see their advertisement in our magazine? Reckon they want us back? Show them your issue and ask them to advertise with us if they 

want us back there.Letôs all help. June and I hope to see you just a short piece down the road. 

John A. Lehmann 

mailto:k3vru@k3vru.com


Innumerable Caravan 

 Our National Secretary/Treasurer -  Roger A. Simmons 
June 6th. 1987 was a great day in my life.  Brother Chuck Manning, a District Lecturer, and later the State Director of Alabama, in-

troduced me to National Camping Travelers, a Masonic Family Camping Club. 

     Sally and I have enjoyed the many years since that time, first of all, camping and the 

fellowship we have had at the many campouts and rallies.  I know this is not a record but 

we have attended every National Rally since the 1996 rally with Bob and Phyllis Brown in 

Fryeburg, Maine. 

     We have made many new friends and acquaintances along the way and over the years.  

Many have passed away, or retired from camping.  We are all traveling on that toilsome 

journey from who cometh, no traveler returns.  The Psalmist has declared that the days of 

our years are three score and ten, and if by reason of strength they be four score years, the 

additional days are the heritage of those who fear the name of the Lord.  The Lord has truly 

blessed many of us. 

     Another point of interest is our membership.  We are losing approximately two hundred (200) members each year.  All are not 

because of death, but many of us are living in the additional days.  There comes a time in our lives when we have to give up some of 

the activities we love so much.  I donôt have the answers, but we must do something about getting new members if we want NCT to 

survive. 

     Jim Jackson has put in a lot of hours working on the new web site.  Even though he is not finished with it, drop him a line and let 

him know how much you appreciate it. 

     I would like to thank every member who has made a special effort to update their address and phone numbers, and a special thank 

you to the Secretaries. 

From the Back 40 

Roger A. Simmons, 

National Sec/Treas 

 

 
 Welcome New Members!!!! 

We at NCT would like to give you a GREAT BIG, glad to have youé..We, are excited to have you and are looking forward to 

seeing you at our campouts and Rallyôsé..There is a fun time to be had by allé.so bring your smiles and donôt forget our famous 

NCT Hugs!!!!  Not to mention all the great fellowship, fun and food you will enjoy, but best of all the friendships you will make that 

will last a lifetime.   And if you need anything, just let us know.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember to keep these families and loved ones in your hearts and prayers.  We as an NCT family would like to extend our 

extreme and heartfelt sympathy to the families and friends who have lost loved ones.  Our thoughts and prayers are with each and 

everyone during this difficult time. 

Jan Koski November 21, 2010 19116 51 MI  

Arthur Ives November 7, 2010 17883 58 NY 

Richard B. Lord December 24, 19652 6 CT 

Grace Tippet February 3, 2010 010359 72 MI  

NCT NAME CHP  NCT# Recommended by  

22083 Charles Greider 6  10161 Bradford Ross 

22084 Eric & Nancy Clee 229  19857 Leonard Keen 

22085 Norman & Andrea Surran 11  8833 Charles Marschell 

22086 Joe & Blanch Jaggers 11  21918 Glenn Metzger 

22087 William & Barbara Bailey 11  21526 Gordon Prochnow 

22088 James & Cheryl Peek 139  19950 Thomas Hayden 

22089 Donald & Judi Smith 235  18342 Gary Ingvardsen 

22090 Joseph & Dean Damino, Jr MAL  21744 Charles Taylor 

22091 Joshua Maddux 194  20819 Richard Maddux 



District & State News !! 

John Groves  ð  Past National President 
 Hello NCT, yes it is winter in Pennsylvania. We have about 2 foot of snow on the ground and 5 to 6 foot drifts. Snow once 

or twice a week. Go Snow Birds. 

 Just a short message to those members that I talked with about problems at National Rallys. I have a list of things that you 

would like discussed at the Board and General meetings. I will bring them up for discussion at the meetings. I lost a few notes since 

we had a house fire in December. If you talked with me and had questions please call or send them to me. The only way to change 

things is tell someone. 

 Do Not forget to vote. We have candidates this year, SO VOTE and BE HEARD. 

John Groves  

PNP 

Jim Jackson   ð   National Trustee 
 Hello one and all.  First I wish to thank everyone that sent me input on how to get new members and  also needed changes 

to by-laws. I would like for the rest of you that have not responded please take the time to do so soon.   

 Secondly, if you have checked the web page lately you will find out that it has been redone. Itôs in the beginning stages but 

with some TLC we hope to have a great site in the near future. Please go to www.gonct.org and look over what is there now.  I have 

had some great input as to what you like to see on the web page.  Some of the things being worked on is to have all the forms on site 

so that they can be just downloaded and printed for use.         

 I hope to have a link on the web page to a yahoo group page by the time youôre reading this. On this page you could leave 

posts on any subject.  I would hope that one of the major subjects would be how to increase our membership.   

 I hope to see everyone at the National Rally this year.                    

Jim Jackson, National Trustee, web master 

 

Phillip Smith ð  National Chaplain 
 Greetings to all of our NCT Families.  God has graced us with another New Year.  We are having some unusual weath-

er.  We have been staying close to home as many of you have, so therefore, we are really excited about June.  We are anticipating 

making new friends and seeing old friends again.  Our (the Mississippi Magnolia Club) camping schedule is as follows and would 

like to invite you to come and meet with us. 

 Mar. 17-19, 2011--Reg. Meeting @ LeRoy Percy St. Park, Hollandale, MS 

 Apr. 15-21, 2011--Reg. Meeting @ Wahabi Shrine Temple, Jackson, MS 

 May 19-21, 2011--Reg. Meeting @ Washington Convention Center, Greenville, MS 

 June 19-23, 2011--'ROLLIN ON THE RIVER', NCT National Rally, Washington Conv. Ctr., Greenville, MS. 

  Bible Study for today:  Psalm 16: 1-3 

   Keep me safe, O God, for in you I take refuge, I said to the Lord, "You are my Lord; apart from you I have no good 

thing.  As for the saints who are in the Lord, they are the glorious ones in all my delight." 

May God bless and keep each of you now and forever. 

With fraternal love, 

Phillip Smith 

National Chaplain 

National Historian   ð   Carol Dunn 
Hello to all Chapter Secretaries and CT Members: 

 I hope this issue of News To Campers finds all of us looking forward to Spring and eager to start our camping season.

 As National Historian, I am in need of some information for our National President Gary Ingvardsenôs History Book.  I 

would appreciate it, if all the Secretaries would send me a short history of their Chapter and anything else that you would like to have 

included in this endeavor.  If you send pictures, please identify where t was taken and who is in it, if you know.  Please sent items to 

address listed below.  If you send e-mails, put NCT in the Subject line.  Thank you for all you do for NCT.  

 I would also like as many chapters to bring or send their chapter books to be displayed at our National Rally.  It si always, 

so much fun to see what all the chapters have been doing during the year. 

 Hope everyone has sent in their reservations for OUR National Rally to be held June 19-23rd at Greenville, MS.  We will 

see you all there and thank you for all your assistance. 

Carol Dunn  ð  National Historian 

PO Box 165 

Kalama, WA  98625 

Home 360-673-2616    Cell  360-261-9945     E-mail:  cddunn@kalama.com 

 

 

 

http://www.gonct.org/


District 3 News 
District 3/TN State Rally 

 The 2011 District 3/TN State rally will be held at the River Plantation R. V. Park 1004 parkway Sevierville Tennessee, 

37862.  800-758-5267.  the dates are Saturday June 11 thru Monday June 13.  On Tuesday June 14 we will have coffee and donuts 

and get you on the road to the National in Greenville, Mississippi. 

 The campground has full hook-ups with cable TV, 2 pools, a spa, rental cabins, free Wi-Fi and a air-conditioned building 

for our meals.  You can catch the trolley at the top on the hill or across the road from the campground and have access to all shop-

ping, Pigeon Forge, Gatlinburg or Dollywood. 

 You need to call and make your reservations as soon as possible.  If you want to come in early or stay later you need to 

make those reservations then also.  If you do come in early or stay later tell them you are with NCT, East Tennessee Stars and you 

will get the special rate.  We have sites blocked off for the rally, but they have another rally the week before our rally an that month 

is a busy time for the campground.  If you do come in early you may have to move when our rally starts.  The price for camping will 

be 28.50 plus tax a total of 31.21 a night.  You can cancel 3 days before your arrival. 

Hope to see you all there 

Betty Laurendine 

Secretary/East Tennessee Stars 

South Carolina State Director   ð   Charlie Ladd 
 The SC State Fall Foliage was held at Palmetto Cove in Cleveland, SC.  We had a total of 35 rigs present and six states rep-

resented!  We enjoyed golf, flea markets, shopping , sightseeing, crafts and food and fellowship.  Did I mention we had food and 

then we had some more food? 

 We would love to have everybody come join us for the State Spring Fellowship in Orangeburg, SC at the Orangeburg Fair-

grounds on the 28Apr-01May, 2011.  You may come in any time that week, camping fees are $25.00 per night for full hook-up, a 

one time $6.00 sewer fee will be charged.  There is no registration fee for the fellowship.  We will have several covered dish meals.  

This is the weekend of the Rose Festival and there is always a lot to enjoy in the area.  Hope youôll join us for a campout fill ed with 

fun and fellowship! 

Charlie Ladd                                  

SC State Director 

 

Ohio State News 
 As we all are shivering and trying to keep warm during this winter season, it is time to begin planning the summer camping 

trips.  Ohio State Director Bob Bailey and his lady, Rita, have super plans for the Ohio State Rally June 9-12, 2011 at the Auglaize 

County Fairgrounds, Wapakoneta, Ohio.  We will be "Shooting for the Heavens in 2011".     

 As you head for the National Rally in Greenville, Mississippi, you will find that there is easy access to the fairgrounds from 

I-75, exit 110 to Route 33 west.  Wapakoneta is the home of astronaut Neil Armstrong, honoring him with the Neil Armstrong Muse-

um.  Nearby you will find the Airstream factory and a bicycle museum.       The 

Ohio NCT clubs have scheduled a joint All Ohio Campout for May 13 - 15, 2011, at Indian Lake State Park, to complete arrange-

ments for the Ohio State Rally.  Be sure to make your reservations for that weekend.  See your chapter secretary for area location at 

the State Park.                Joyce Kem-

per                                                                         Ohio State Pub-

licity 

 Pennsylvania News   

 Camping with NCT members from other Chapters, renewing old and making new friendships, enjoying meals, entertain-

ments, games, crafts, and worshipping together are just a few of the many reasons to attend  the 39th Pennsylvania State Rally from 

July 14 - 17. 2011.  State Director Jim Minnich chose the theme of "Past, Present and Future" for the rally and parade.  We encour-

age all our Chapters  to participate in our annual parade. The more the merrier.  State Director Jim hopes that we will have a large 

attendance and urges everyone to place the Rally on their summer camping schedule.  Remember, this is your Rally, and its success 

depends upon your attendance.  Your Officers and the Committees are doing the planning of the Rally for you but need your help 

and input to make  it one of the best. If anyone has any suggestions, ideas or would like to help with the Rally please contact our State 

Director Jim Minnich at 610-767-2442 or shaspar@verizon.net.    

 Additional dates for Pennsylvania NCT members to place on their summer camping schedule are the NCT "Rollin the River 

46th North American Rally" from June 19-23, 2011, in Greenville, MS,  and the WV State Rally scheduled for Sept. 29 - Oct. 2, 

2011.    

Chapter News:      

 Cornplanters #36  held their Christmas pot luck gathering at the home of Clarence and Maggie Tellman. At this gathering 

they donated funds to the Erie Shrine Hospital Transportation Fund and to the Warren County Humane Society.     

 Penn Ramblers #67  held their Christmas Party on 12/3/10 with 35 members present. They  had a guest speaker from the 

Masonic Learning Center in State College, PA., and the Club made a donation of $227 from their Church collections to the Center . 

They also were saddened that two of their campers, Helen Hollis and Roy Parko (a Charter member of Penn Ramblers) passed  

away this year and will be greatly missed by their Chapter.     

Ruth Fleming, #5686    

PA Publicity  



Chapter News !! 

Mississippi Magnolias   ð   Chapter 235 

 Greetings from Mississippi.  This has been a very interesting year for us here in the deep South.  I am proud to report that 

we now have a current role of Membership of eighteen.   

 We had our first 'No Host' Luncheon on Dec. 4, 2010, with eleven in attendance.  Guess What?  It was a work day!  We are 

still working on the National Rally.  When we meet again it will be a 'No Host' Lunch, and we are inviting some prospective New 

Members to join us.  We have four more Meetings before our National Rally.  We hope that you are making your plans to attend this 

National Rally to be held at the Washington Convention Center in Greenville, MS on June 19-23, 2011, 'Rollin on the River' 46th 

NCT Rally.  We have been anticipating your visit since 2005.  You will not want to miss THIS Rally, because we have been making 

plans for you!!!  The Members of the Mississippi Magnolia Club will close at hand if you need anything.  Our Members are so very 

proud of Gary Ingvardsen, National President & his wife Betty, Bill Collins, Assistant National Rally Chairman & his wife Sarah 

and of course I am proud of Phillip Smith, National Chaplain, because he is my husband.  This is a very important time for them, so 

therefore, I would like to see as many of you that can, come and help us celebrate this event. 

HOPE  TO  SEE  YOU  THERE !!!!!!!!!!  

Marie Smith  ð  Sec/Treas 

       

     Penn West   ð Chapter 23 

 Hello to all members of NCT from Penn West 23. As in past years Penn West did the CHIPS program at our local park dur-

ing the fall days. If you have never participated in the Chips program this may be the year for your club to join this wonderful 

program. For those of you who donôt know what the CHIPS program is, please have 

your local lodge check into the program. There are cameras and posters available for 

your use. As you can see by the picture, we  have our local police dept. helping 

with the finger printing.  After fingerprinting, both the parent and child are 

brought inside one of the campers where the child has several pictures taken of 

them. We also make a movie of the child. This is all placed on a CD that is given to 

the parent. The parent is also given a kit to take the DNA of the child. In the middle of 

this we pray that it will never be used.  Also, we have  two brothers who during 

the past few years have let  us use 

their campers for the CHIPs program. Bob Lightener (left) and Jim Lewis 

(right) who is the  prime mover keeping us  working on the CHIPS  program. 

Many thanks to both these brothers for the use of their equipment. Many other 

members of Penn West also help each year with their time . Jim Lewis can help 

with information on setting up a CHIPs program for your chapter.  

 We are looking forward to the new camping season coming up in the 

spring. We would like to invite everyone to visit any or all of our campouts. Please 

check the camping schedule in the ñNews To Camperséò  If no one has camped at 

a corps of engineers campground I would love to recommend the Tionesta, PA 

Corps it is one you will love. We are scheduled to stay there twice this coming year, 

both in the spring and fall. You must make your own reservations for the spring 

campout. In the fall itôs on a first come, first serve basis. It would be nice to see a 

bunch NCT campers pulling in for both of those two campouts.                                                                                                        

Jim Jackson        Secretary  -  webmaster.                                                                                                                                                                            

 And we thank you JIM for all the hard work you are doing for us on the website,,,,it is looking greaté. 

      North Star Travelers   ð  201                                                                                                                                                                             

 Wow! What a winter this has been.  As I write this there are two feet of snow on the ground and the temperature is right 

around zero. Certainly NOT camping weather. For several years our non-snowbirds have been having a winter camp-IN dinner meet-

ing in February, just to keep in touch and talk about our Chapter plans for the coming camping season. Of course, a good meal al-

ways adds to the enjoyment.                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 Our recently elected Wagonmaster, Brother Glen Gober, has found a couple of new campgrounds for this summer that 

sound very interesting. We often get in the rut of returning to the same campground every summer and it will be nice to have a 

change of scenery.                                                                                                                                                                                                

 We hope that some of our members will be able to make the journey to Greenville, Mississippi in June for the NCT North 

American wŀƭƭȅΣ ŀōƻǳǘ фрл ƳƛƭŜǎ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ǎƻǳǘƘΦ            

¢ILbY {twLbDΗ                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

WƛƳ tŀǊǘǊƛŘƎŜΣ {ŎǊƛōŜ 


